So                   SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

who has not experienced a fearful curiosity in penetrating
some dark cave or some secret chamber of an ancient
castle ? The behaviour of animals under the impulse
of curiosity may be well observed by any one who will
lie down in a field where sheep or cattle are grazing and
repeat at short intervals some peculiar cry. In this way
one may draw every member of a large flock nearer and
nearer, until one finds onself the centre of a circle of them,
drawn up at a respectful distance, of which every pair of
eyes and ears is intently fixed upon the strange object
of their curiosity.

In the animals nearest to ourselves, namely, the
monkeys, curiosity is notoriously strong, and them it
impels not merely to approach its object and to direct
the senses attentively upon it, but also to active mani-
pulation of it. That a similar impulse is strong in chil-
dren, no one will deny. Exception may perhaps be
taken to the use of wonder as the name for the primary
emotion that accompanies this impulse ; for this word is
commonly applied to a complex emotion of which this
primary emotion is the chief but not the sole constituent.1
But, as was said above, some specialisation for technical
purposes of words in common use is inevitable in psy-
chology, and in this instance it is, I think, desirable and
justifiable, owing to the lack of any more appropriate
word.

This instinct, being one whose exercise is not of prime
importance to the individual, exhibits great individual
differences as regards its innate strength; and these
differences are apt to be increased during the course of
life, the impulse growing weaker for lack of use in those
in whom it is innately weak, stronger through exercise
in those in whom it is innately strong. In men of the
latter type it may become the main source of intellectual
energy and effort; to its impulse we certainly owe most
of the purely disinterested labours of the highest types of
intellect. It must be regarded as one of the principal
roots of both science and religion.

1A form of admiration in which curiosity (or wonder in the sense
in which the word is here used) predominates (see Chapter V,),